SUNDAY MORNINGS

host made the circuit of the arena in an open
carriage with the dusky monarch, upon whom
had already been bestowed the Christmas gift
of a specially-bound presentation copy of the
host's autobiography.

All over the civilised world it went. Even in
Russia, in the middle of the last century, it was
reviewed by Alexander Herzen and praised by
Turgenev. Yet for some time it has been out
of print. The error has now been rectified in the
handsomest possible manner. Mr. Bryan has not
been satisfied with a mere mechanical reprint of
one edition or another. He has approached his
subject with the devotion and industry of a
scholar presented with a variety of authorities
for a classical text, for all the world as though he
were dealing with codices dug up in Athos and
the Thebaid, or a variety of monastic manuscripts
of " The Canterbury Tales." Barnum Alpha is
best on the early years, Barnum Beta and Gamma
are valuable for certain periods, but defective
where Alpha is strong. All the variants have
been assembled, and a composite text constructed
with a full paraphernalia of introductions, biblio-
graphy, and appendices. Two huge volumes are
the result, and if few people will read solidly
through both, at least it may be admitted that
they are more entertaining than most two-volume
Lives of public characters.

Barnum was born in 1810 and died, one of the

most celebrated men in the world, in 1891.   His

early years were spent in Connecticut, and before

he became a showman he was a clerk in a store,
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